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Synopsis

There are few events as central to the American historical consciousness as the Civil War, which is
a fascinating area of interest for students and general readers alike. One of the most efficient ways
to study a war is with an atlas; however, most of the atlases devoted to this period focus almost
exclusively on military movements and are prohibitively expensive for use in undergraduate
courses. Offering a striking and reasonably priced alternative to these books, the Concise Historical
Atlas of the U.S. Civil War is the only atlas that includes data maps and covers key issues before
and after the war years. It balances military and non-military coverage, presenting maps that deal
with political and social changes as well as campaign and battle maps. Laid out chronologically and
representing the complexity of the war both visually and textually, Concise Historical Atlas of the
U.S. Civil War is an ideal study aid. Through detailed presentation of physical geography, it
highlights the role of the landscape in troop movements and in social and demographic
developments. Students can follow all the major campaigns of both the eastern and western
theaters, examine the tactical movements in the major battles, and explore the geographic patterns
behind issues like emancipation, occupation, and internal conflicts. The atlas features maps dealing
with such subjects as economic capacity (both agricultural and industrial), enlistment rates, and the
movement of escaped slaves. The maps also integrate information on the divisions that existed
within the North and the South themselves. Accessible to students with limited geographic
knowledge, the maps are clearly labeled, with key features marked. Each map is accompanied by a
short narrative that provides helpful contextual information. Featuring uniquely comprehensive
coverage, the Concise Historical Atlas of the U.S. Civil War includes several maps situating the
conflict in its antebellum origins as well as maps--of politics, sharecropping, and race relations--that
extend the story through the end of Reconstruction. Ideal for use in U.S. Civil War History, Civil War
and Reconstruction, and Southern History courses, this volume offers both novice and more
experienced students new perspectives on the most significant events and circumstances of the

era.
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Customer Reviews

"This unique atlas includes the usual maps of military campaigns and battles--but much more
besides. The maps illustrating political and social developments during Reconstruction as well as
the Civil War are a valuable feature not found in other atlases. The essays accompanying each map
offer a concise history of the era as an added bonus."--James M. McPherson, author of Battle Cry of
Freedom"This atlas meets a longstanding need in the field of Civil War-era studies by presenting a
wealth of military, political, social, and economic information in an easy-to-use format. Its
combination of clear maps and Aaron Sheehan-Dean’s perceptive accompanying text should
appeal to a wide audience of both beginning and veteran students."--Gary W. Gallagher, author of
Causes Won, Lost, and Forgotten"l was initially skeptical of the need for another Civil War atlas.
This one provides easy-to-understand maps and text for the general student. It simplifies some
complex information without being simplistic."--Mackubin Thomas Owens, Professor of National

Security Studies, U.S. Naval War College

Aaron Sheehan-Dean is a Professor of History at the University of North Florida.

| had to use this for a class in college but honestly, | would have enjoyed it if | bought it for personal
use. If you're a lover of maps, this is for you. It creates a very visual reference for all aspects of the

Civil War, from battle strategies to economics to social issues and everything in between.

I’'m sorry, but when every date on a map is one year off - that's defective. The Battle of
Chancellorsville (Map #27) was in 1863 -- not 1862. | was going to suggest that the author fire the
illustrator. Then | read in the front of the book that HE was the illustrator. So | guess someone needs
to fire the editor.The problem then is that readers may feel the need to fact check the book, since

we really can’t trust the material. That just doesn’t work.Also: -- The writing is adequate, but does



not follow a convention that allows you to quickly get oriented to the map you are looking at. Take a
look at the battle descriptions in the Conservation Fund’s "The Civil War Battlefield Guide, Second
Edition" to see how a consistent style and descriptive conventions helps clarify the events
described. -- Would it be too much to ask that the compass rose on Map #37 (Shenandoah Valley)
actually point north? And #9, #15, #20, #33, #41, etc? The author is obviously a newbie to mapping
and GIS and didn’t get enough coaching. When you use small sections of certain large area
projections, you need to rotate the image so that east-west lines actually run east-west. This is quite
noticeable (and annoying) when mapping the United States because so many of our state lines are
east-west. The compass roses don’t add that much anyway. (To see a better job of mapping, |
again refer you to "The Civil War Battlefield Guide" for their approach to reproduction of small areas
of topographic maps.| think | understand what Dr. Sheehan-Dean wanted to do with this book. And
using maps to illustrate some of the non-battlefield information is a change of pace. But that also
means a lot more is riding on the quality of those maps. Mapping that is not fully competent,
pedestrian writing, and inaccuracies make this a book to pass up until it is corrected and reissued.If
you want to understand the battlefields a little better, and maybe visit some, | recommend the
Conservation Fund’s book - which | purchased at a brick and mortar store after this volume let me
down. And the cost is the same.(Here’s the scary part: | paid $17 for this paperback. Imagine how
ticked off I'd be if | had paid $70 for the hardcover edition!!!!)

Purchased this to help a young boy to understand the extensive battlefields and distances involved
for the fighting men of the Civil War. Also it helped me to better understand memoirs from soldiers of
that bloody era. A truly helpful atlas with clear maps and detailed markings that allows you to show,

not just tell.

It is a very concise map of each selected area with accompanying brief information on the page

facing the map.--both very useful.

| bought this for a Civil War seminar class | am taking in grad school. It is very useful for tracing

events of the American Civil War.

| ordered it for my husband , for christmas,as he has a great interest in the civil war historyand he

really liked it.



It was an interesting read

This is the best of the short and small atlases that | have found.For the 150th anniversary of the
Civil War, I'm giving copies to my family with a supplement I've made which traces the story of 20th

Michigan Infantry Regiment in which our ancestor, my great-great-grandfather-in-law, served.
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